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REMARKS 

Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration of the present application in view of the 
foregoing amendments and in view of the reasons that follow. 

Claim 1 is currently being amended. 

No claims are currently being added. 

This amendment adds, changes and/or deletes claims in this application. A detailed 
listing of all claims that are, or were, in the application, irrespective of whether the claim(s) 
remain under examination in the application, is presented, with an appropriate defined status 
identifier. 

Claims 1-20 and 22 remain pending in this application. 

The Examiner rejected claims 1-5 and 15-20 under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as allegedly being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent Number 2,368,530 to Edwards (hereinafter "Edwards") in view of 
U.S. Patent Number 4,834,628 to Laing (hereinafter "Laing"). Applicant respectfiiUy traverses 
this rejection for at least the following reasons. 

Embodiments of the present invention relate to a degassing device for circulation pumps. 
As noted in the specification and recited in amended claim 1, the circulation pump comprises a 
degassing device having a gas line opening facing a central cavity area of an impeller and an 
opening into an area with a lower pressure in the pump. Applicant has amended claim 1 to more 
clearly recite this feature. Claim 1 now recites "the first end of the gas line opening into an 
interior of the impeller by opening into the cavity." 

The Examiner cites Edwards as disclosing this feature and states that the impeller vanes 
of Edwards create cavities (42) to which the first end of the gas line clearly opens. Applicant 
respectfiiUy disagrees with this interpretation of the disclosure of Edwards. Rather than 
disclosing a cavity in an interior of the impeller, Edwards discloses rotating chambers (42) 
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separated by adjacent vanes. (See Edwards, Page 2, right col., lines 56-58). Edwards does not 
teach or suggest that the first end of the gas line opens into a cavity in an interior of the impeller. 
In addition, it is clearly not possible than any line could open into such a chamber (42). If the 
rotor rotates, then the vanes rotate and the chambers (42) rotate, which would provide a 
problematic system if a line were to open into the chamber. Any line opening into the rotating 
chambers would be destroyed by the rotation of vanes of the rotor. Accordingly, it is clear that 
Edwards does not teach or suggest this feature of the the present invention as recited in claim 1 . 

Further, Edwards pro\'ides that the pipe (79) does not face a central area of the impeller, 
but rather faces the complete impeller. Edwards merely illustrates the pipe 79 opening into a 
large chamber (62) in which the impeller is arranged. Edwards fails to teach or suggest that the 
pipe (79) opens into a cavity of the impeller. 

As acknowledged by the Examiner, Laing also does not teach or suggest this feature. 
Accordingly, the cited references fail to establish a prima facie case of obviousness. 

In view of the foregoing arguments and fiirther clarification through amendment, 
Applicant believes claim 1 is in condition for allowance. Claims 2-20 and 22 depend either 
directly or indirectly on independent claim 1 and are, therefore, patentable for at least that reason, 
as well as for additional patentable features when those claims are considered as a whole. 

Applicant believes that the present application is now in condition for allowance. 
Favorable reconsideration of the application as amended is respectfully requested. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned by telephone if it is felt that a 
telephone interview would advance the prosecution of the present application. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required regarding this application under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16-1.17, or credit any overpayment, to 

Deposit Account No. 19-0741 . Should no proper pavinent be enclosed herewith, as by a check or 
credit card pa>'ment form being in the wrong amount, unsigned, post-dated, otherwise improper 
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or informal or even entirely missing, the Commissioner is authorized to charge the unpaid 
amount to Deposit Account No. 19-0741. If any extensions of time arc needed for timely 
acceptance of papers submitted herewith. Applicant hereby petitions for such extension under 37 
C.F.R. § 1 . 1 36 and authorizes payment of any such extensions fees to Deposit Accoxmt No. 19- 
0741. 



Respectfully submitted, 



FOLEY & LARDNER LLP 
Customer Number: 30542 
Telephone: (858) 847-6860 
Facsimile: (858) 792-6773 



Date 





Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 51,182 
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